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Fall Flyway Festival Returns
This September

By Brooke Michael, Communications Coordinator

Birds Georgia

is excited to
announce the
return of our
annual Fall Flyway
Festival, a month-
long celebration
highlighting

the deep and

vital connection

bet igrati l - - g
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plants.

Each September,
millions of
birds traverse Georgia in search of food and shelter. Our Fall Flyway Festival will
spotlight the critical role that native plants - like fruiting Virginia creeper, blooming
goldenrods, and towering river birches — play in sustaining these long-distance
travelers.

Join us for events throughout the state, including nature walks to boost your plant
and bird ID skills, BioBlitzes to harness the power of community science, habitat
restoration workdays, and opportunities for connection-building with fellow birders
and nature enthusiasts.

The centerpiece of this year's festivities is the Third Annual Fall Flyway Festival
Round Robin, held on Saturday, September 13, 2025, at the Chattahoochee Nature
Center in Roswell, Georgia. This full-day celebration will feature a dynamic lineup of
events designed to engage nature lovers of all ages.

The day will begin with guided bird walks along the center’s trails and riverside
boardwalks, offering a firsthand look at the biodiversity of the region during peak
migration. Additional programming will explore the essential connections
between birds, pollinators, and native plants, featuring hands-on activities, expert-led
discussions, and family-friendly nature exploration.

The event will culminate with a keynote address by Dwayne Estes, renowned
conservationist, botanist, and Executive Director of the Southeastern Grasslands Institute.
Known as the “Prairie Preacher,” Estes will deliver an inspiring message on the importance of
restoring native habitats to support bird populations and biodiversity across the Southeast.

For more information about the Fall Flyway Festival and a full calendar of statewide events,
visit birdsgeorgia.org.
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Join Us for the
Fall Flyway Festival

\/\/e’re deep into the dog days of summer as | pen this column, so
it's nice to anticipate some cooler fall temperatures (hopefully
coming soon) and the return off the Fall Flyway Festival this September. Jared Teutsch
While migration officially begins in August, it really ramps up in September, so this is a great
time to take advantage of some of the many events we'll be hosting in September as we
celebrate birds and the native plants they need to survive.

This year, we're excited to bring the Fall Flyway Festival Round Robin to Roswell, and
we'll be hosting this year's event on September 13 at the Chattahoochee Nature Center.
If you've never explored the fantastic native gardens surrounding the center or taken a
walk on their private boardwalk along the Chattahoochee River, then now is your chance.

Sally Sears We have a great lineup of speakers and presentations for you, culminating in a keynote
Amy Beth Sparks address by the Prairie Preacher himself, Dwayne Estes. Dwayne is the Executive Director
LA B U of the Southeastern Grasslands Institute, and he will deliver the keynote address entitled
Ayanna Williams Dreaming Big: Saving the Forgotten Grasslands of the Southeast. Dwayne will share the
ADVISORS fascinating but often overlooked story of Southeastern grasslands —what renowned biologist
Marcia Bansley E.O. Wilson called the “Southern Grassland Biome." He'll trace how these grasslands shaped
Giff lli’»t--‘a\tc"r! America's westward migration, how they've been altered over centuries, and why more than
Mark Berry
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95% have disappeared. Despite these losses, Dwayne will spotlight the hopeful work of the
Southeastern Grasslands Institute (SCI) to restore these vital ecosystems across a 24-state
region, offering lessons for conservation efforts nationwide. We hope to see you there.

The CNC's walk is a great place to look at native
plants and birds. Photo by Dottie Head

We're only a few months away from
the kickoff of our Centennial Celebration
at Birds Georgia. Founded in 1926 as the
Atlanta Bird Club, we've come a long,
long way in a century, and we have big
plans for the next 100 years! We can't wait
to share all of the exciting plans for next
year, but we've got to keep things under
wraps for a few more months while we
hammer out the final details.

We hope to see you at one of the Fall
Flyway Festival events this September as
we celebrate the connection between
people and birds. Either way, we hope you
can get outside and enjoy fall migration.

Cheers,
—Jared

August Is Make-A-
Will Month

ant to make your love for birds last
forever? Including Birds Georgia in your
will or trust is a meaningful way to protect
birds for generations to come. If you've already
planned a gift, let us know by filling out
this quick form. We'd love to thank you and
welcome you to our Planned Giving Society.
Be sure to chat with your family and financial
adviser to explore the best option for you.
For more information, visit our website at
https;/Mww.birdsgeorgia.org/legacy
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Bird City Georgia Is Taking Flight

By Sarah Manning, Coastal Conservation Coordinator

Georgia has joined the Bird City Network. Georgia is the 1oth program in the
network, which includes more than 200 commmunities across four countries
that are working to become healthier for birds and people. Bird City Georgia is
led by a steering committee with representation from Birds Georgia, the Georgia
Native Plant Society, and the Georgia Ornithological Society

What is the Bird City Network?

American Bird Conservancy and Environment for the Americas have joined
forces to unite and connect independent Bird City programs throughout
the hemisphere which work directly with local coommunities to envision and
complete bird-friendly actions. Together, they form a powerful collaborative force -
connecting people and helping birds across the hemisphere.

What does it take to be a Bird City? Action 3.3.1: Educate and engage all ages in

To become a Bird City, a community must meet at least 12 requirements from conservation activities.
our Action List. These actions fall into four broad categories that, when addressed, benefit birds: Habitat, Threats to Birds, Education
and Engagement, and Sustainability. For example, Action 1.1.1 falls within Habitat and reads: Community has assessed all natural
areas, developed a habitat master plan to create additional natural areas and habitat corridors connecting them. So, if your
commumty has a plan to anol/or already utilizes greenways, wildlife corridors, etc,, then this action could be marked as complete.

: " How does a community join?

A community can be a city, town, county, or even a campus. However, the
requirements are still the same. A community must meet the minimum of 12
requirements to apply, though the scale on which they are done will certainly
vary by community size. If a coommunity is interested in applying, the first step is
to read over the action list to confirm they meet the requirements. Then, form
a group of stakeholders. This group may include local residents, city officials,
nonprofit organizations, and local experts on environmental topics. The next
step is for the municipality to pass a resolution, like one that has been passed
in Maryland. Last, a full application will be submitted to the committee, and a
recognition ceremony will be held upon designation.

Action 2.2.3 - Demonstrate on-going efforts to i e
reduce window collisions at building(s) within How does this benefit birds?
your community by mitigating problem glass or Each action has the potential to directly benefit local bird populations. For

utilizing proven bird-friendly design. example, consider Action 14.2, which reads: Show that your community works on

Photo by Jill Helton. public lands to control invasive species that have significant negative impacts
on bird habitat. When implemented, a reduction or elimination of invasive plant species can benefit the quality of habitat for birds
across their life cycles.

Another, action 2.5 1reads: Show that your municipality practices Integrated Pest Management or comparable, using natural
pest control and the best available science to minimize pesticide, herbicide, and rodenticide use. When implemented, a reduction
in Mmunicipality-wide pesticides and herbicides can positively impact native populations of pollinators, and, thus, birds. Additionally,
this action encourages eliminating the use of rodenticides, such as anticoagulant rodenticides, that prevent the clotting
mechanisms in blood. These products eventually cause fatal internal bleeding in raptors when they ingest affected rodents.

How does this benefit communities?

Your community will be doing good things for birds. Helping birds also helps pollinators and human health! What's good for
birds is good for people, too. Birds help support economic development. Becoming certified as a Bird Friendly Community can
promote local tourism and local businesses.

Communities will also receive a variety of direct benefits from the Bird
Friendly Communities Program, including:

- Signage to announce that you are a Bird Friendly Community

- Support services including access to technical expertise, programs, funding

opportunities, and access to experts in different areas of bird conservation

- Aweb page, through the Bird City Georgia Website which promotes your

achievements, participating team members, events, tourism, and other
outreach strategies.

- Becoming part of an interconnected, growing network of Bird Friendly

Communities in Georgi.! : . — ,
Please contact Coastal Conservation Coordinator, Sarah Manning, at sarah Action 1.2.2: Create and maintain a public demon-
' 9 : stration garden focused predominantly on native

mMmanning@birdsgeorgia.org, if you or your community are interested in applying plants to benefit birds, wildlife, and ecosystems.
or have questions regarding this program. Photo by Logan Jones / Birds Georgia.
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THANK YOU!
A Million Thanks...

..to our partners at Davidson Arabia Mountain Nature
Preserve, Saint Simons Land Trust, Crooked River State
Park, University of Georgia’s Whitehall Forest, and Silver
Bluff Audubon Sanctuary for partnering with us for our
Nightjar hikes across the state ... to our Climate Watch
volunteers for completing yet another season: Alisha Rao,
Amanda Woomer, Andrea Lewis, Angie Lewis, Anne
Sturtevant, Barbara Mahon, Barbara Powell-Schager, Kelly
Plasket, Beth Giddens, Brian Campbell, Bryan Shelby, Carey
Titus, Carol Hassell, Cathy Cortright, Cathy McCrummen,
Cynthia Fleck, Dallas Ingram, Deadra Moore, Dianna
Smeal, Dottie Head, Drew Whitelegg, Evelyn Taylor,

Jackie Miller, James Feeley, Jay Davis, Jensy Shell, Jim

and Valerie McMullian, Jim Eggensperger, John Lewis,
Joseph Roberts, Julia Weil, Julie Jacobson, Karen Osborne,
Kayleigh Hall, Kelly Burke, Laura Hunt, Lisbet Phillips, Luis
Araque, Maegan Donnell, Maribel Fernandez, Mark and
Phyllis Seaman, Mark Pellergi, Mary Ann Teal, Mary Nevil,
Max Brown, Megan Wyatt, Melanie Furr, Michelle Hamner,
Nicole Winkler, Nikki Belmonte, Patrick Brisse, Paul Miller,
Pedro Pavon, Peter Followill, Robyn and Steve Newman,
Rochelle Johnson Cabil, Roseanne Guerra, Sandy Murray,
Steven Seligsohn, Susan Loeb, Toni Bowen, Vicki and
Victor Williams, Wayne Powell, and Wendy Hoback ... to our
Project Safe Flight volunteers: Larry Klink, Nancy Kennell,
Paul Miller, Adrianne Miller, Karen Osborne, Kelly Bryan,
Jay Davis, Mary Kimberly, Gavin MacDonald, Sharon Harp,
Cheryl Hensley, Mike Brune, Mike Ayling, Maureen Carroll,
Courtenay Dusenbury, Martha Rees, Nancy Kennell, Joy
Martin, Karen Conneely, Cole Ruberti, Mike Ruberti, Arthur
Redfern, Brittani Long, Rachel Green, Gracie Bliss, Kathryn
Moore, EcoAdvocates on the Georgia Southern University
Armstrong Campus, and College of Coastal Georgia
students and staff: Claire Hannah, Andie Cardona, and

Dr. David Stasek ... to our Avian Advocates for coordinating
the certification of Wildlife Sanctuaries: Melinda Langston,
Esther Stokes, Gabe Andrle, Lou Clymore, Maggie Stephen,
Kelly Plasket, Paula Grad, Sheryl Berg, Mary Ann Hines and
Greg Mauldin ... to those who helped the Habitat Restoration
Team at Wilburn Farm, Lyon Farm, Panola Mountain State
Park, Cochran Shoals, and RiverLands Showcase Park: Gavin
Allvine, Greg Lohmeier, Loretta Simon, Jay Davis, Esther
Stokes, Pat Prosser, Casey Chaviano, Nick Chaviano, Lory
Conte Hill, Julie Schrodt, Jeremy Wu, Apolo Song, Alison
Valk, Rona Cook, Steve Cook, Claire Provano, Inyoung Jang,
Chanho Kim, Waverley Eubanks, Travis Sanchez, John A.
Bullard, Justin Canfield, Amy Nicholas, Alex van de van de
Sandt, Emmanuel Castillo, Jay Blessing, Kai Spriggs, Frank
Holden, Brad Beebe, Kathryn Stenberg, Lindsay Barnes,
Pete Walton, James Hudson, Reilly Johnson, Michael
Lewis, Auden Lewis, Joel Lawson, Juan Castillo, Helga
Lewis, Andrew Eichenblatt, Jessica Reissig, Nick Senter,
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Aubrey Senter, Lorie Paulez, Anabel Paulez, Matias Paulez,
Larry Swartz, Rieza Soelaeman, Megan Wyatt, Collin Argo,
Emmie Harvard, Jack Curran, Kelsey Gray, John Nicovich,
Winkler Weinberg, Samantha Durfey, Luke Wylie, Rebecca
C. Clifford, Heather Haney, Joseph Roberts, Catherine

Lynn Trippe, Elise Livius, John Lewis, Morning Washburn,
Layla Hudaib, Catherine Day, Isabelle Moskowitz, Mireille
Lofquist, Kamelly Alejos, Kale Bryant, Steve Friedman,
Anne-Marie Anderson, Kim L. Kenley, Ralph Evans, Sarah
Cruz, Melissa Roy, Alyson Stober, Cindy Wolfe, Lisbet Ann
Phillips, Laura Breyfogle, Carolyn Brown, Tracey Samone
Clark, John E. Mayes, Eli Krivutza, Krupa Loke, Nancy A.
Downs, Tina Mullen, Jacob Mattingly, Irena D. Rowe, Jeffrey
Taylor, Marilyn Huffman, Cynthia Fleck, Russell Homan,
Megan Boynton, Lindsey Murray, Sandra Brantly, Robert
Herrington, Stefany Romani, Kelly Schuur, Diane Hawkins-
Cox, James Stratton, Leena Shah, Justin Mattingly, Laura
Binford, Patricia Barmeyer, Ward Wight, Jewell Johnson,
Jane Branscomb, Carol Wong, Melissa Katz, Barb Marston,
Cathy Harmon-Christian, Christi C. Wiltse, Shareen Igbal,
Adel Driss, Emily Stone, Laura Carruth, Paul Ozio, Lisa
Turner, Zach Turner, Phillip S. Prichard, lan Gibson, Maria
Dozier, Jay Doolittle, Patrick Mawhinney, and Teresa
Mawhinney ... to all Annual Fund donors who have invested in
building places where birds and people thrive ..to Bill Bell and
Sarah Catherine Tunkle for offering to host our Centennial
Launch event this fall ... to Kaya Groff and Eva Carlton, our two
new UGA summer interns supporting Centennial efforts ... to
the Birds Georgia Board of Directors for their enthusiastic
participation in the board retreat on Jekyll Island ... to all
Georgia Bird Fest patrons for supporting the Southeast's
largest bird and nature festival ... to Bob Cooper, Diana
McGrath, and Michael Ulyshen for presenting webinars ... to
Jesse Kamps and Anthony Simmons for providing technical
assistance for restoration at Laverlea Preserve ... to presenters
at our events so far this year: Dr. Emily Wiegel, Laura

Wilson, Joy Carter, Nicole Kemon, Jack Bruce, Safia Khan,
Tea Povolny, Jennifer Castle, Sarah Manning, Georgann
Schmalz, and Heather Levy ... to our Birds Georgia's inaugural
Photographers Network and their photo contributions of
Ceorgia's Birds: Steve Rushing, Susan Berthelot, Madhi
Woodward, Don Kopanoff, Prashant Gharpure, Dana
Brooks, Mike Ayling, Mary Buck, Josh Jackson, Josiah
Patrick, Tammy Poulnott, Fraida Gutovich, Dave McKissick,
Darryl Vincent, Eric Bowles, Sheng Jiang, Amit Kulkarni,
Diana Barcos, and Buddy Harrell ... to our partners with the
Patagonia Buckhead team, Michelle Nguyen and Emily
Cruse .. to field leaders Jay Davis, Dottie Head, Alicia
Thompson, Kevin O'Toole, Anne McCallum, Abby Cox,
Steven Seligsohn, Roseanne Guerra, Chris Lambrecht, and
Gavin Allvine ... to volunteers Phillip Pritchard, Irena Rowe,
Dawn Drumtra, and Melissa Smith.




STAFF SPOTLIGHT
oh Quetcy Betancourt

By Steve Phenicie

(This is the 67th in a series on Birds Georgia volunteers, board members, and staff.)

an a lifelong New Yorker

find happiness outside the
Big Apple? Quetcy Betancourt,
who had spent her entire life in
Queens and Brooklyn, thought
so when she took off for college
in 2016 at the State
University of New
York at Oneonta, a
small city about 80
miles west of Albany.
Now Birds Georgia's
development
manager, Quetcy
hasn't regretted
her decision to be
adventuresome.

“It was the first
time | kind of
experienced rural
New York. Didn't even know
there was so much land and
space in Upstate New York. ... |
wanted to go out and be around
trees. | have always loved nature.”

In college she had a double
major in Africana and Latino
studies (her family is from Puerto
Rico) and political science. A
highlight of her college years was
giving a well-attended public
presentation on “The History
and Politics of People of Color in
SUNY Oneonta.”

Quetcy graduated in 2020 and
made her way to Atlanta to work
for Foreverfamily, an organization
that helps the families of people
who are incarcerated, and later
for The Community Foundation
for Greater Atlanta, which seeks
the equitable distribution of
philanthropic dollars. There she
met Lory Conte Hill, and that led
to her hiring at Birds Georgia in
September 2023. Lory is now her
supervisor.

Together they are responsible
for the various aspects of
fundraising, including grant-
writing. Quetcy is heavily

e
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Quetcy Betancourt. Photo
by Jenn Downs

involved in planning for Birds
Georgia's yearlong centennial
celebration in 2026.

Although not from a strong
birding background, Quetcy says
her interest is growing. “l would
say that | was not
a birder previous
to this job, but |
have become a
step above casual
because now I am
understanding the
feeling of chasing
birds — going to
certain places to
see certain birds.
| have felt that
the exposure to
birding will forever
change my life and I will forever
be a birder. Every conversation
I have with family and friends
they think it is the most different
thing they have ever heard of. ...
But my partner is getting into
birding, and my best friends
are interested in it. | love the
educational aspect of it

When she went back to New
York, she birded the avian-rich
Governors Island, near the tip
of Manhattan. ‘| got to see
my home city in a different
light,” she says. Also, she went
to Alabama this year for her
birthday and to see the Northern
Bobwhite, which she says was a
“favorite bird" because she had
never seen one before. Pretty
much any bird she has never
seen is considered a favorite,
however. Indeed, she lists the
colorful Cuban Tody as her “spark
bird" but has never seen one
(or been to Cuba either, for that
matter).

Quetcy, who lives in Buckhead,
has a boyfriend, Jay Sanchez; a
12-year-old dog named Lucy; and
a black cat, Salem.

Welcome
Centennial Interns

Birds Georgia is excited to welcome Eva Carlton
and Kaya Groff, University of Georgia students,
who have joined the staff this summer as our
Centennial History Interns. Eva and Kaya will
be working with us to support our Centennial
initiatives by researching, writing, and helping
tell the story of 100 years of bird conservation in
Georgia. Their work will focus on highlighting
the people, places, and milestones that have
shaped Birds Georgia's legacy. From exploring
historical archives to developing digital and print
materials, they'll be diving into the rich history of
conservation in our state.
Kaya Groff is a senior
at the University of
Georgia studying
English Literature,
Spanish, and
International Affairs. She
has previously worked
in publishing at Bilbo
Books and The Georgia
Review in Athens, GA.
She also has experience
in archival research
and hopes to continue
improving her research skills. After graduation,
she plans to join the Peace Corps for two years.
In the long term she hopes to remain involved
in non-profit work or begin a career in public
diplomacy and hopes her work will help facilitate
better cooperation and strengthen connections
between states and people. Kaya is from
Marietta, GA, and currently resides in Athens, GA.
Eva Carltonis a
political science
student at the
University of Georgia
(Go Dawgs!) on a
pre-law track. Before
starting her studies,
she spent two
years acting on the
Nickelodeon sitcom
The Really Loud
House. She grew up
doing theatre and
has always had a passion for singing, acting,
and dancing, which led to her background in
the entertainment industry. Outside of school
and work, she enjoys solving New York Times
crosswords (and other games), playing pickleball,
and reading. She's currently making her way
through the A Song of Ice and Fire series—the
books that inspired Game of Thrones.

Kaya Groff

Eva Carlton

Wingbars August 2025




Teachers Take Flight at
Taking Wing Teacher Workshop

By Melissa Paduani, Education Program Manager

n June, educators from Georgia and Alabama gathered

at Unicoi State Park for Taking Wing — a dynamic, 40-
hour professional development workshop hosted by Birds
Georgia. Designed for PK-12 educators, this immersive
program helps teachers bring STEM and other core
subjects to life through the study of birds and their
conservation.

At the heart of the workshop is the Learning About Birds
(LAB) curriculum. Developed to align with state standards,
this interdisciplinary curriculum introduces learners to
bird biology, ecology, and conservation through hands-on,
inquiry-based activities.
The curriculum integrates
science, language arts,
math, and social studies, . - = e : -
encouraging educators to — — — —
incorporate nature-based Taking Wing teachers at Unicoi State Park. Photo by Jared Hamby:.
learning into everyday
instruction. This resource
is also available on the
Birds Georgia website for
free download.

Watermelon carved into a During the workshop,
Photo by Melissa Paduani.

access to resources from
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and built field experience
through guided birding activities. Highlights from the
workshop included observing two juvenile Bald Eagles at
a nearby lake, a family of foraging Northern Parulas, and a
pair of Scarlet Tanagers.

Throughout the academic year, participants apply — - - :
their training by incorporating the content into their Teachers learning about Teachers searching for a Common

) . . plant ID with Sebastian Yellowthroat. Photo by Melissa Paduani.
classrooms.and Iegdmg Student—QrNen commumty Hagan, Birds Georgia's
science projects. Since its launch in 2012, Taking Wing has habitat program
equipped more than 170 educators with the tools and coordinator. Photo by
inspiration to connect students to the world of birds. Melissa Paduani.

Travel with Birds Georgia in 2026:
New Trips Announced

Birds Georgia's Travel Program offers small-group travel with knowledgeable
guides to exciting regional, domestic, and international locations. Special
care is taken to develop custom itineraries for each tour that will appeal to all
levels of bird and nature enthusiasts.
New trips and trips with openings:

- Puerto Rico: Island of Enchantment (December 8 to 13)

- South Dakota: Badlands and Black Hills (May 31to June 7)

- Brazil - The World Class Pantanal: Jaguars to Jabiru (July 10 to 20, with

optional extension July 21to 25)

- Colombia (April 11 to 24, 2026)

For full itineraries, please visit our website at www.birdsgeorgia.org/travel.
Look for more information on 2026 trips to be released this fall.

TRIPS WITH OPENINGS

= Puerta Rice: Island of Enchantment
(December 81013, 2025)

» South Dakeota: Badiands and Biack Hills
(May 31 to June 7, 2028

= Brazll- The World-Class Pantanal:
Jaguars to Jabiru {fuly 10 fo 20, with
optional extension July 21 to 25, 2026)

* Columbia: {April Tl to 24, 2024}

BOOK YOUR SPOT TODRY

Birds Georgia



Restoring Sparrow Field: Native Habitat
Takes Flight at Cochran Shoals

By Brooke Michael, Communications Coordinator

t the heart of the Chattahoochee

River National Recreation Area, Birds
Georgia is leading a large-scale habitat
restoration at the site affectionately
known as Sparrow Field, a former
recreation area now reimagined as a
haven for birds, pollinators, and native

| .

’ aOanf:e dominated by invasive species B I R D S R ESTO RI N G
d d ion,

the area has Undergon a dramatic GEORGIA SPARROW FIELD

poandll x  be

transformation. Our Habitat Team -
together with partners from the National
Park Service, Chattahoochee National
Park Conservancy, Georgia Native Plant
Society, and dozens of volunteers — have
spent long hours removing invasive
species, planting native wildflowers and
grasses, and spreading locally-sourced seeds.

Supported by a grant from the Georgia Ornithological Society, this project has already welcomed back key bird species like the
Henslow's Sparrow, which was recently observed at the site and reported on eBird.

As native plants take root and the landscape continues to evolve, Sparrow Field is once again becoming a place where birds
thrive, and a model for what's possible through collaborative, locally-informed habitat restoration.

Watch Habitat Program Manager Gabe Andrle describe the process of restoring Sparrow Field in this video on our Birds
Georgia YouTube page: https://wwwyoutube. com/channel/UCEECAGIbOOXUEMUIQZ87PQw

Join Us as a Fall Flyway Festival Patron

oinusthisfallasa Flngy ngtlval | i FALL FLYWAY FESTIVAL 2025
Patron and make a lasting impact e g , PATRON PERKS

for birds across Georgia. Your support
fuels our mission to create healthy
habitats and communities — where

upport of Fall

/e through

birds and people can thrive together. B St SR .ducation; and community
With a gift of $250 or $500, you'll PR O L2
receive special recognition and enjoy STy v o T e Ry T $500 PATRON $250 PATRON
exclusive perks such as tickets to our
signature Round Robin event, an AN OREY BLART DA RIS o )
i i i | WALK, PRE-ROUND ROBIN, o b
exclusive bird anql plant ID field trip, SERTEMEER 15 MORNING
garden consultation, and more —all
i inti TICKETS TO ROUND ROBIN AT THE
n apprec.latlon Of your. Sup.port' CHATTAHOOCHEE NATURE CENTER TWO TICKETS OMNE TICKET
Becoming a Patron isn't just a scpeit e

donation - it's a celebration of what

we can accomplish together for birds
this fall. Learn more or sign up today ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
at www.birdsgeorgia.org/patron-

NATIVE PLANT GIVEAWAY

BACKYARD GARDEN
support. CONSULTATION
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Species Profile: The Eurasian Collared-Dove

urglars aren't known for doing anyone any favors, but in
1974 they unwittingly gave a tremendous boost to the
Eurasian Collared-Dove.

When the bad guys pulled a “job" at a pet shop in the
Bahamas, they inadvertently let a few captive birds escape.
In the aftermath, the frustrated proprietor apparently
muttered, “This ain't worth it." He or she released the rest of
the inventory, about 50 birds, and before long those doves
and their offspring traversed the 50 miles from the Bahamas
to Florida. From there, if you'll pardon the expression, the sky
appears to be the limit.

They now range across much of the U.S. and into northern
Mexico and southern Canada, although not yet making
much headway into the Northeast and Upper Midwest.
Reports of them are common across Georgia. In the Eastern
Hemisphere they are found in a nearly unbroken line from
Japan to Morocco.

The casual observer might not notice much difference
between these gray doves, which are about 12%2 inches long,
and their better-known cousins, the Mourning Dove. However,
the Eurasians are somewhat chunkier and have a black half-
collar, while the Mourning Doves have spotted wings.

In Georgia and many other states, Eurasians are considered
invasive and can be hunted year round without limit — unlike
Mourning Doves, which have a hunting season and a bag
restriction. Possible interactions with native species are not
yet well understood, but no obvious negative impacts have
been noted so far, the National Audubon Society says.

One of the reasons the Eurasians colonized here so quickly
is due to their comfort level with humans. It's not unusual
to see them on the ground or at platform feeders eating
grains and seeds. Their overall diet in North America is not yet
well-known. They seem to thrive better in small towns than
in larger cities but are very adaptable. Indeed, they are even
common in toasty Death Valley, Calif. They do not migrate
seasonally, however.

By Steve Phenicie

Eurasian Collared-Dove. Photo by Judson-Buescher, Audubon
Photography Awards.

During this bird's courtship ritual, the male leads the female
to potential nest sites, but she gets to choose. The site will be
in a tree or shrub, sometimes on a manmade structure, six to
70 feet above ground. The nest consists of a flimsy platform
of sticks and twigs which the male gathers but the female
builds. The female lays one or two white eggs, and incubation
by both parents is from 14-18 days.

While most birds meet their chicks' protein needs with
insects, Eurasians feed their newly hatched chicks a fat- and
protein-rich “crop milk.” This whitish fluid comes from liquid-
filled cells that slough off the lining of the crop, a portion of
the esophagus. After five or 10 days, the chicks switch to a diet
of regurgitated seeds or fruit.

Eurasians are one of very few species that can drink “head
down,” submerging their bills and sucking water as though
drinking through a straw. Most birds must scoop water and
tip the head back to let it run down into the throat.
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Birds Georgia

New Merchandise Is

Available in Our
Online Stores

how off your Birds Georgia pride with our Birds Georgia ball

caps, beanies, T-shirts, notecards, and more. All this and more are
available for purchase in our online stores. You can also purchase
our Smithsonian-certified, bird-friendly coffee, Xocolatl chocolate
collaboration bars, and other items for the bird-lover on your list.

Visit the online stores today at https:;/mww.birdsgeorgia.org/shop.html




UPCOMING EVENTS
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Field Trip: Fernbank Forest | Leader: Steven Seligshon

Saturday, August 2, at 9:00 AM 2025 DATES AT

To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips MANUEL'S TAVERN
Field Trip: Legacy Park | Leader: Josh Jackson ;

Sunday, August 3, at 8:00 AM ' - From Citizen Science to Data
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips I || Activism with Ashley Broone
Field Trip: After Work at Constitution Lakes | Leader: Abby Cox v ' Trom 3530 16 5:00 PM
Thursday, August 7, at 6:00 PM b

To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips T —

Field Trip: Reynolds Nature Preserve | Leader: Anne McCallum Eﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ“ﬁﬂ"}#&"&?’hmﬁ
Wednesday, August 13, at 8:00 AM S, Gotobier 38

To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips frem 330 1= 590 P

Field Trip: BioBlitz at Laverlea Preserve (Columbia County) | Leader: Heather Levy
Friday, August 22, at 8:00 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Chattahoochee Nature Center | Leader: Dottie Head and Alicia Thompson
Sunday, August 24, at 8:00 AM | Birds Georgia Member Code to receive free registration. MEMBGFREE
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Birds Georgia at Manuel's Tavern: From Citizen Science to Data Activism, with Ashley Broone
Sunday, August 24, 3:30 to 5:00 PM
Free to attend, but registration is required at www.birdsgeorgia.org/birds-georgia-at-manuels-tavern

Community and citizen science initiatives generate vast amounts of data, with the potential to inform scientific research,
environmental management, and policy decisions. Yet, the pathway from data collection to concrete civic action is often
fragmented or unclear. In this presentation, we will examine how grassroots data efforts such as monitoring bird-building collisions
or tracking biodiversity loss can be strategically leveraged to support advocacy, shape local policies, and promote environmental
justice. Drawing on case studies from Atlanta-based citizen science projects, we'll discuss challenges and opportunities for
transforming community-generated data into a catalyst for meaningful, place-based change.

Fall Flyway Festival: Migration Madness: Birds Georgia Statewide BioBlitz
September 1to 7 | Cost: $10/team
Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Teams of one to four people from anywhere in Georgia are invited to compete in documenting the most
wildlife - birds, insects, plants, fungi,and morel.Using the iNaturalist app, participants will explore their local
natural areas to record as many observations as possible. Prizes will be awarded in a variety of fun categories,
so gather your team, get outside, and join the statewide challenge to celebrate Georgia's biodiversity.

Fall Flyway Festival: Native or Not?

Saturday, September 6,10:00 AM to 12:00 PM | Cost: Free
Location: Mclntosh Reserve Park

Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Join a Birds Georgia staff member for an engaging walk through Mclntosh Reserve, where you'll explore the native plant species
that thrive in our region. Learn how these plants not only support healthy ecosystems but also play a crucial role in sustaining birds
along the Atlantic Flyway. This informative outing will deepen your understanding of the vital connection between native flora and
bird conservation.This event is being co-hosted by Birds Georgia and Mclntosh Reserve.

Field Trip: Legacy Park | Leader: Josh Jackson
Sunday, September 7, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Reynolds Nature Preserve | Leader: Anne McCallum
Wednesday, September 10, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: After Work at Henderson Park | Leader: Abby Cox
Wednesday, September 10, at 6:00 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Wingbars August 2025



UPCOMING EVENTS
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Fall Flyway Festival: Plant and Bird Walk at Lionel Hampton - Beecher Hills Park
Wednesday, September 17, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Cost: $20 for Birds Georgia members/ $30 for non-members

Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Join Birds Georgia's Habitat Program Manager, Gabe Andrle, for an evening stroll through Lionel
Hampton-Beecher Hills Park in Southwest Atlanta. This 100+ acre nature preserve is home to both paved
and natural-surface trails that meander through a largely mature forest. We'll explore the amazing trees
in this park and be on the lookout for birds, including warblers, sparrows, vireos, and more.

Field Trip: After Work at Columns Drive | Leader: Jay Davis
Wednesday, September 17, at 4:30 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Fall Flyway Festival: Beginner Plant ID Workshop, with Gabe Andrle
Thursday, September 18, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM

Location: Henderson Park, Tucker (DeKalb County) | Cost: $20 for Birds Georgia members / $30 for non-members
Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Join Birds Georgia's Habitat Program Manager, Gabe Andrle, for a beginner plant identification workshop, where you will learn how
to identify some of the most common native and non-native plant species of the metro Atlanta area. No experience is necessary.
You will leave equipped with the basics for starting to understand what plants shape the many amazing ecosystems that birds rely
on for survival.

Field Trip: Clyde Shepherd Nature Preserve | Leader: Steven Seligsohn
Saturday, September 20, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Dunwoody Nature Center | Leader: Shannon Fair “;r [

Saturday, September 20, at 8:00 AM yﬂ : f
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips mﬁ/@ |
Fall Flyway Festival: Wings and Wine: Wine Tasting at the Marietta Wine Market B g e
Saturday, September 20, from 2:00 to 4:00 PM R 4
Location: Marietta Wine Market | Cost: $15 donation, includes tasting and snacks ¥ Porsw s e :
Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival ! mrzan o = _J

Sip and socialize with fellow bird lovers for a fun and relaxing evening at the Marietta Wine Market
in support of bird conservation and education. A portion of the proceeds from the evening will
benefit Birds Georgia's efforts to inspire environmental stewardship and conserve the natural
places our feathered friends call home. Whether you're a longtime supporter or new to our flock,
this is the perfect chance to unwind, connect, and make a difference for birds across our state.

Field Trip: Birding with GAGGLE at North Meadow (Piedmont Park) | Leader: Jay Davis and Alice Rolls
Sunday, September 21, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: After Work at Columns Drive | Leader: Jay Davis
Wednesday, September 24, at 4:30 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Newman Wetlands Center | Leader: John Harty
Saturday, September 27, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Fall Flyway Festival: Celebrating Birds on Private Land
Saturday, September 27, from 8:00 to 11:00 AM

Location: Oxford Family Farm, Culloden, GA | Cost: Free
Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Did you know that Georgia is 93% privately owned? There is a diversity of wildlife that thrives on
our private lands thanks to the stewardship efforts of our landowners. Join Birds Georgia and

the Georgia Forestry Foundation for a morning of birding and learning at Oxford Family Farm in
Culloden, a property listed on the Private Lands Birding Trail. We will explore the property to look
for fall migrants and learn about what the landowners are doing to encourage birds —and other
wildlife —on their land through habitat management. The property contains open pine forests,
bottomland and upland hardwood forests, a swamp, and numerous open, grassy fields, providing
a diverse array of habitats. We will be walking roadways and trails. Please bring sturdy shoes, water, Oxford Family Farm.
snacks, sunscreen, and binoculars. Photo by the Oxford family.

Birds Georgia -10-




UPCOMING EVENTS

Field Trip: Chattahoochee Nature Center | Leader: Dottie Head and Alicia Thompson
Sunday, September 28, at 8:00 AM

Birds Georgia Member Code to receive free registration: MEMBGFREE

To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: After Work at Columns Drive | Leader: Jay Davis
Wednesday, October 1, at 4:30 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Fall Flyway Festival: Project Safe Flight Field Trip at Chattahoochee Nature Center

Thursday, October 2, from 8:30 to 10:30 AM

Location: Chattahoochee Nature Center | Cost: Free, but limited to 10 participants

Register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-flyway-festival

Join Birds Georgia and friends from the Community Foundation for greater Atlanta for a special bird walk at the Chattahoochee
Nature Center focused on Project Safe Flight, a conservation effort to understand what can be done to make Georgia's cities
more bird-friendly. This engaging walk will highlight the challenges migratory birds face as they navigate urban and suburban
environments and explore how simple actions can help reduce bird collisions and protect Georgia's birds.

Led by Adam Betuel, senior director of programs, we'll search for migratory and year-round species along the scenic trails of the
nature center while learning about bird-friendly initiatives you can implement at home or at work like planting native plants and
bird-safe building practices.

Thisevent is hosted in partnership with the Community Foundation of greater Atlanta’s Philanthropic Advisor Leadership Institute (PALI).

Field Trip: Reynolds Nature Preserve | Leader: Anne McCallum
Wednesday, October 8, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: After Work at Columns Drive | Leader: Jay Davis
Wednesday, October 8, at 4:30 PM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Morgan Falls Overlook Park | Leader: Roseanne Guerra
Saturday, October 18, at 8:00 AM
To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Field Trip: Chattahoochee Nature Center | Leader: Dottie Head and Alicia Thompson
Sunday, October 26, at 8:00 AM

Birds Georgia Member Code to receive free registration: MEMBGFREE

To learn more or sign up, visit www.birdsgeorgia.org/field-trips

Birds Georgia at Manuel’s Tavern

Exploring the World with Birds Georgia: Trip Highlights from Cuba, Alaska, and South Africa, with Adam Betuel
Sunday, October 26, 3:30 to 5:00 PM

Free to attend, but registration is required at www.birdsgeorgia.org/birds-georgia-at-manuels-tavern

Join Adam Beutel, Birds Georgia's senior director of programs, for an inside look

at three unforgettable destinations for birding and conservation exploration. Birds
Georgia's travel program continues to soar, and in 2025, we ventured to some of the

top birding destinations and adventurous locations across the United States and the

globe. From the Cuban Trogon to Alaskan seabirds to South Africa’s rich biodiversity, LRt

Adam will share trip highlights, species encounters, conservation stories, and HOLIDAY PARTY
memorable moments from the field. Whether you're curious about future travel or AND ANNUAL
simply love hearing global birding stories, this presentation offers a glimpse into the MEETING
remarkable experiences our international programs provide.

Save the Date: Birds Georgia Holiday Party and Annual Meeting Sunday, December 7,
Sunday, December 7, 3:00 to 5:00 PM, at Birds Georgia at Trees Atlanta %:00 to 5:00 PM

Join Birds Georgia for our Holiday Party and Annual Meeting on Sunday, December 7, @) Trees atianta

from 3:00 to 5:00 PM at Birds Georgia's home at the Trees Atlanta Kendeda TreeHouse

and help us celebrate our many successes in 2025 building places where birds and BIRDS

GEORGIA

people thrive.
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Fall Flyway Festival Round Robin
Saturday, September 13
8:00 AM to 2:30 PM

Birds Georgia at Chattahoochee Nature Center
9135 Willeo Road, Roswell, GA 30075
Tickets: $60 for Birds Georgia members / $80 for non-members (includes lunch)

oin Birds Georgia for our third annual Round Robin at -H"

the Chattahoochee Nature Center, in Roswell. Kick off ¥ " e
the day with a guided bird walk and a scenic exploration q‘\ f e g
of the Nature Center's trails and boardwalks. Throughout J x LT S
the morning, enjoy engaging programs focused on FALL FLYW
pollinators, native plants, and birds. The event will close FESTIVAL

Preacher” himself — Dwayne Estes, executive director of

the Southeastern Grasslands Institute, who will deliver the
keynote presentation, “‘Dreaming Big: Saving the Forgotten
Crasslands of the Southeast.”

We'll also have hands-on sessions with experts from Birds
Georgia, Georgia Native Plant Society, and Chattahoochee
Nature Center teaching you how to transform your
landscape using native plants.

Learn more or register today at www.birdsgeorgia.org/fall-
ﬂy\/\/ay—festl\/al For !un‘_het r'nfnm:mtjﬂn ar.rd' regfstraﬁc.rl, wisit

wiww.hirdsgeorgio.org/ fall-Ayway-festival

on a high note with inspiring words from the “Prairie ROUND ROBI N

13

ROUND ROBIN HIGHLICHTS:

Keynote Speaker:



