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BIRDS GEORGIA DOCUMENTS 202 BIRD-BUILDING COLLISIONS DURING
2026 SPRING MIGRATION SEASON

(ATLANTA, GA) June 11, 2026 — Birds Georgia's Project Safe Flight program documented 202 bird-building

collisions across metro Atlanta and coastal Georgia during the 2026 spring migration season, providing critical

data on one of the leading human-caused sources of bird mortality. In the United States alone, an estimated

one billion birds die each year from collisions with glass and buildings.

Since the program started in fall 2015, Birds Georgia’s Project Safe Flight has collected data on more than

6,175 bird-building collision victims.

Project Safe Flight is a conservation initiative that monitors bird-building collisions in metro Atlanta,
Brunswick, and Savannah to identify affected species, collision hotspots, and effective solutions for making

Georgia's communities safer for birds.

During spring migration, volunteers contributed 133 hours surveying routes in Downtown Atlanta, Buckhead,
Midtown, Dunwoody, Georgia Tech, Savannah, Brunswick, Georgia State University, the University of
Georgia, the College of Coastal Georgia, and Drew Charter School. The 202 collisions documented this

season represent an increase from 144 collisions recorded during spring 2025.

The ten species most frequently affected this spring were Cedar Waxwing, Ruby-throated Hummingbird,
Red-eyed Vireo, Northern Waterthrush, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Gray Catbird, American Robin, Yellow-rumped

Warbler, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, and Scarlet Tanager.

Among the birds documented this season were two Swainson's Warblers that died after colliding with
buildings in Midtown Atlanta. These records bring Birds Georgia’s Project Safe Flight dataset to 142 species,
meaning approximately one-third of all bird species recorded in Georgia have now been documented as

collision victims.
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These findings highlight the ongoing need for collision prevention efforts across Georgia.

One of the organization's key initiatives is the Lights Out Alert program, which notifies subscribers of nights
with high migration activity and encourages building owners, businesses, and residents to turn off
non-essential outdoor lighting overnight. The program reached record audiences through social media and

email outreach this spring.

Birds Georgia and Wild Nest Bird Rehab are also launching a new collision-prevention initiative supported by

a grant from the Georgia Ornithological Society. The grant will fund 175 Feather Friendly DIY Kits, each
capable of treating approximately 16 square feet of glass. Beginning this fall, Wild Nest Bird Rehab will

distribute the kits free of charge to homeowners who bring collision victims in for treatment and commit to
making their windows safer for birds. Each kit will also include information about simple actions people can

take at home to reduce common threats to birds.

These efforts are especially important because an estimated 42 percent of bird-building collisions occur at
residential buildings. By helping homeowners identify and address collision hazards, Birds Georgia and its

partners hope to prevent countless bird deaths before they occur.

As Birds Georgia celebrates its Centennial in 2026, Project Safe Flight continues the organization's
century-long commitment to bird conservation through research, education, and community action. Every
survey completed, every light switched off, and every window treated helps create safer migration pathways
for birds traveling through Georgia. By turning data into action, Project Safe Flight is advancing practical

solutions that reduce bird-building collisions statewide.
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About Birds Georgia: Birds Georgia is building places where birds and people thrive. We create bird-friendly
communities through conservation, education, and community engagement. Founded in 1926 as the Atlanta
Bird Club, the organization became a chapter of National Audubon in 1973, and continues as an independent
chapter of National Audubon Society. Birds Georgia is celebrating its Centennial in 2026. Learn more at
https.//www.birdsqeorqgia.org/.
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