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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

hen | was growing up in Alabama, we had a bird in a box in our living room

every few weeks. My mom would get a call that there was an injured bird, she'd
pick it up, and the bird would stay with us until she was able to drive it to the wildlife
organization where she volunteered. The variety of birds we cared for ran the gamut,
but | distinctly remember her showing me a Red-tailed Hawk and a Barred Owl. | found
these animals stunning and the details of their feathers and features striking.

Today, I'm still in awe of these captivating creatures. In the early days of the pandemic,
watching birds helped ground me and provided a source of calm. Two years later, they
are still a light in this never-ending shade: my source of joy and wonder.

I am grateful to all of the members, donors, and staff who support Georgia Audubon
and our mission to build places where birds and people thrive. Because of you, we have
a lot of progress to celebrate toward our mission. It is my pleasure to share some of our
accomplishments over the past year, detailed in our 2021 Annual Report.

I hope you'll enjoy reading about our efforts in Georgia to increase and protect bird
populations and healthy habitats, to create a diverse group of environmental stewards and
professional educators, and to collaborate with communities to connect people with birds.

Thank you for making these achievements possible and for protecting the birds we
love. In 2022 Georgia Audubon will continue our work with a focus on making birds
and birding accessible for everyone—connecting students with STEM through birds,
migration forecasting, habitat restoration, and more. Healthy habitats, including parks
and greenspaces that support birds and other wildlife, create healthy communities that
we not only enjoy but also need for our own survival.

| invite you to find ways to deepen your connection to our statewide organization so
birds can continue to nourish our spirits and enrich our lives.

| hope to see you on a bird walk soon!
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Paige Martin - Chair, The Nature Conservancy

Amanda Woomer - Vice Chair, Habitat for Humanity International

LaTresse Snead - Treasurer, Bonsai Leadership Group
Marc Goncher - Secretary, The Coca-Cola Company
Esther Stokes - Past Chair, Stokes Landscape Design

Joshua Andrews, Georgia Power Company

Robert Cooper, Retired, University of Georgia

Jairo Garcia, Georgia Institute of Technology

Joshua Gassman, Lord Aeck Sargent

Laurene Hamilton, Greening Youth Foundation

Gus Kaufman, Oakhurst Psychotherapy

Mary Anne Lanier, The Ray C. Anderson Foundation
Evonne Blythers Lapsey, Environmental Consulting
Susie Maclin, Retired, Corporate Archivist

Ellen Miller, Retired, Human Resources

Jon Philipsborn, Climate Resilience Advisor

Scott Porter, WarnerMedia

Marcia Bansley, Trees Atlanta

Giff Beaton, Author, Birding Georgia

Mark Berry, Georgia Power Company

Raphael Bostic, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Stacia Hendricks, Little St. Simons Island

Jared Teutsch, Executive Director

Adam Betuel, Director of Conservation

Victor Fioresi, Director of Administration and Finance
Melanie Furr, Director of Education

Michelle Hamner, Director of Development

Dottie Head, Director of Communications

Gabe Andrle, Habitat Conservation Program Manager
Beverly Fooks, Membership and Development Associate
Kiana Leveritte, Community Engagement Coordinator
Alex LoCastro, Conservation Program Coordinator

Ryan Myers, Habitat Conservation Program Coordinator
Melissa Paduani, Education Program Coordinator

Kim Savides, Sea Grant Fellow

Pierre Howard, Former Lt. Governor of Georgia & Past President of the Georgia Conservancy

J. Drew Lanham, Professor, Clemson University
John Pruitt, Retired Anchor, WSB-TV

Clark Rushing, University of Georgia, Warnell College of Forestry and Natural Resources
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CONSERVATION

Restoring Bird-friendly Habitat Across the State

Georgia Audubon’s model of habitat restoration isn't just for the
birds. It's for people, too. And now, thanks to support from a
number of grants and from our members, Georgia Audubon has
been able to bring our restoration services across the state to do
even more good for birds and people alike.
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In Fayette County, Georgia Audubon began tackling our first
wetlands restoration project at Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary in 2021.
Located within the Flint River watershed, this 56-acre public
nature area, owned and managed by our partners at Southern
Conservation Trust, helps mitigate the impacts of flooding in
communities along the upper Flint River watershed by storing

It's also great habitat for birds, with more than 140 species being
recorded at the site, including species in decline such as Brown-
headed Nuthatch, Wood Thrush, Red-headed Woodpecker,
Chimney Swift, and Prothonotary Warbler.

During the past decade, aquatic plants released from home
aquariums have spread and choked the open water wetlands,
disrupting foraging areas for wading birds and waterfowl. On the
land portions of the sanctuary, Chinese privet, Bradford pear,
and other non-native plant species have overrun nesting islands
and prevented native plants from thriving.

A grant from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services, along with
generous matching funds from the Southern Conservation Trust,
have allowed us to conduct targeted treatments to eradicate
the non-native aquatic vegetation, as well as to remove invasive
terrestrial plants. This year, we'll continue removing non-native
plants from the project site, in addition to replanting areas

with bird-friendly native plants such as buttonbush, Virginia
sweetspire, and hackberry.

Demonstrating the importance of this work for Georgia's native
wildlife and the surrounding communities, Georgia Audubon’s
and Southern Conservation Trust’s work at Sams Lake was
recognized as one of the Georgia Water Coalition’s 2021 Clean
13 award recipients.

water and slowly delivering it through tributaries to the Flint River.

Making Migration Safer for Birds

Nearly 7,000 NATIVE PLANTS distributed Over Georgia

or installed in 2021 through plant sales and

. - Atlanta is a dangerous place for migrating birds, ranking as the fourth
habitat restoration.

most dangerous city during fall migration and ninth in spring for light
exposure to migratory birds, according to a 2019 study by the Cornell

£ A TR e (2230 GRTEiee Lab of Ornithology. With an estimated 250 million birds passing over

through the Wildlife Sanctuary Program,
sequestering an estimated 8,818 METRIC
TONS of CO2, the equivalent of 9,746,390
pounds of coal burned.

Georgia during the spring and 675 million birds migrating over in the
fall, it is vital that we learn more about migration over our state and
work with partners to make our cities safer. Georgia Audubon, in
collaboration with Colorado State University, launched a new tool in
the fall of 2021 that allows us to predict nights of high bird migration
and issue Lights Out Alerts. While it might not be possible to dim

the lights every single night during migration, reducing or eliminating
nighttime lights on the ten or so peak migratory nights each season can
go a long way to reducing mortality events for Georgia’s birds.

Installation of 3 HIGH-PROFILE CHIMNEY
SWIFT TOWERS (two along the Atlanta
BeltLine, one at Freedom Park in Atlanta).




EDUCATION

Connecting Students with STEM
through Birds

After a brief pandemic-related pause, Georgia Audubon resumed its
successful Connecting Students with STEM through Birds program,
adding three more Title | Atlanta Public Schools to the program.
Heritage Academy, Crawford Long Middle School, and South Atlanta
High School were added in the past year bringing the total number
of schools in the program to eleven. Three additional schools will be
added in 2022. As part of this program—provided at no cost to each
partner school—a bird-friendly STEM garden is installed on campus
with the help of students and teachers, transforming areas of dirt
and turf grass into wildlife habitat. In addition, each school receives
training for teachers to provide lesson ideas and curriculum resources
to enhance their use of the new outdoor classroom along with a class

set of binoculars for the school.

1500+ PEOPLE reached through education Hummingbird ambassador programs (virtual and

programs (schools, community groups, etc.) in-person) reached 500+ PEOPLE who had the chance
to see Sibley and Polly up close and learn about

60 NEW MASTER BIRDERS: Demand for the hummingbird lives and conservation. THOUSANDS

Master Birder program has been so strong MORE people were reached on social media and

that we now offer two cohorts twice per year during Sibley’s featured appearance on GPB's Georgia
Outdoors with Sharon Collins.

Audubon Urban Ecologists

Now in its sixth year, the highly successful Audubon Urban Ecologists
(AUE) Program is conducted in partnership with several metro-Atlanta
conservation nonprofits, including founding partners Georgia Audubon,
The Amphibian Foundation, and Trees Atlanta. AUE exposes youth

in grades 8 through 12 to the fascinating, rich ecology of the Atlanta
area, while providing opportunities for hands-on field experiences,
career exposure, and fun with their peers. During the school-year-long
program, students establish a network of environmental professionals
who can assist with their academic and career development. In
addition to a first-year program for new students, a second course is
offered for returning students who want to continue their exploration
of conservation careers.

THIS PAGE, FROM TOP: Students at South Atlanta High School dig in with shovels and mattocks to install a bird-friendly
native plant garden on campus, M. Furr; Audubon Urban Ecologists at Panola, Tixie Fowler; OPPOSITE: Sams Lake



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

39,005 Total Reach

15,428 PARTICIPANTS
Increasing Accessibility & Equity

231 PARTICIPANTS
Cultivating an Interest in Youth
Careers in Science

22,421 PARTICIPANTS
Engaging People in the Joy of Birds

925 PARTICIPANTS
Leveraging Our Collective
Voices on Behalf of Birds

57 Total Webinars

32 Free Webinars
25 Paid Webinars
6,007 Webinar Registered

Georgia Audubon offered 100+
FIELD TRIPS in 2021 attended by
1,630 INDIVIDUALS

Bird Beyond

In an effort to include a broader diversity of people in avian conservation, Georgia
Audubon and the National Audubon Society co-developed the Bird Beyond tool
in 2021. This interactive mapping tool helps us prioritize our engagement in areas
that have low median income, which are often communities of color, that have
previously been underrepresented in avian community science. Through authentic
relationship building and following community leadership, Georgia Audubon has
begun partnering with local organizations, leaders, and community groups to
engage our resources in ways that are relevant for each community. While the
program is still new, our efforts are beginning to bear fruit—in places like Adams
Park, Historic Washington Park, and Grove Park. Recently, Georgia Audubon was
awarded an Audubon in Action grant to support the Adams Park Community’s
long-term vision to make the whole neighborhood a haven for wildlife, and we are
thrilled to get to work on this important project. As we learn from our experiences
in Atlanta, we hope to scale Bird Beyond partnerships statewide to engage other
communities of color across the state.

Creating the Next Generation of
Conservation Professionals

As people continue flocking to Georgia, the need for knowledgeable conservation
professionals will continue to grow. We need leaders who can creatively address
Georgia’s myriad environmental challenges including climate change, habitat

loss and degradation, air and water pollution and inequitable access to parks and
greenspaces. Georgia Audubon, in partnership with other conservation organizations,
is working to build the next generation of environmental leaders that not only
reflect the state’s diverse population but also are well equipped to build a more
resilient future for Atlanta and beyond. Through innovative partnerships with Zoo
Atlanta and The Amphibian Foundation, Georgia Audubon is offering in-person
and virtual events to introduce and connect middle and high school students with
conservation professionals and to provide resources and next steps to pursue
their interest in wildlife conservation. In 2021, Georgia Audubon also launched the
Conservation Careers Series, featuring Black and Brown conservation professionals
sharing the paths they took to get to their positions, what a typical workday looks
like, and answering questions about their careers and career paths.



2021 FINANCIALS

How Program Dollars Benefit Bird-Friendly Communities

Youth &
Habitat & Sanctuary Educator Safe Community Engagement
Programs: 23% Programs: Fligh & Workshops: 47%
14%

Bird Monitoring
& Research: 7%

Contributions & Grants:
$641,752 / 61%

Programs & Events:

$235,832 / 23%
Membership: REVENUE
$85,683 / 8% $1,046,233
Other:
$82,966 / 8%

Program Services:
$892,826 / 83%

Fundraising:

EXPENDITURES $85,444 / 8%

$1,074,440

Management &
General Operations:
$96,170 / 9%

THIS PAGE: Greater Yellowlegs, Melissa James; Yellow-throated Warbler, Lorraine Minns
OPPOSITE: Adams Park, Corina Newsome; Barn Owl, Joshua Jackson



2021 GEORGIA AUDUBON SUPPORTERS

The board and staff of Georgia Audubon extend their appreciation to the following members
and friends who made significant financial gifts in 2021.

$10,000+
The Bland Family Charitable Fund
Les Cane*
Linda DiSantis* and Bob Kerr
Georgia Ornithological Society
The Imlay Foundation, Inc.
Isdell Family Foundation
KEEN Footwear
The Lamb Foundation
Charles Lindamood Il
Charles* and Susan® Loeb
Susan Maclin
Paige Martin* and Arjun Srinivasan
Morgens West Foundation /
Jim and Sally Morgens
National Audubon Society
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Robert F. Schumann Foundation
Upper Ocmulgee River RC&D Council

$5,000-$9,999

Alice Huffard Richards Charitable Fund
Colonial Pipeline Company

Tricia Downing

Leslie Edwards* and Jay Pakchar

Marc and Brynne Goncher

Jerry and Marta Jones Turner

Mary Kimberly* and Gavin MacDonald*
Marianne H. Halle Animal Support Fund, Inc
Southern Conservation Trust

Esther® and Jim Stokes

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

$2,500-$4,999

Cherokee Garden Club

Cox Enterprises, Inc.

Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Wildlife Resources Division

Georgia Forestry Foundation

Georgia Power Company

Marcia Klenbort*

Ellen B Macht

Sandy* and Simon* Miller

Ted W Simon

The Trust for Public Land

$1,000-$2,499

Laura Adams and Andrew Feiler
Beverly and John Baker

Marcia Dew Bansley
Botterbusch Family Charity
Carol Burgess

Cafe Campesino

Chemours Company

Stephen Devereaux

Courtenay and George Dusenbury
Shannon Fair*

Bradley Fricke

Frank and Rhonda Garson
Barbara and Gus Giebelhaus
Susan Atkinson Gregory

Kay T. Grinnell and Philip A. Nelson
Nancy Hamilton*

Martha Hiatt and Michael Betuel
Lisa Hill

Deborah Hurley

Suzie Jacobs

Chris Johnson

The Joyce Family

Gus Kaufman

Joe Kellerhals* and Shannon Lilly
Nancy Kennell

Carla Knobloch

Melinda Langston*®

Mariana Laufer

Bill and Condit Lotz

Bruce Magoon

Barbara Mahon*

Paul* and Adrienne Miller

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Robyn* and Steve* Newman
Katharine O'Hare

Tom Painter* and Carla Roncoli
Kim Payne*

Steve Phenicie and Lisa Slotznick
Lisbet Ann Phillips

Grace and Bill Quinn

Sally G Revoile

Katharine® and Ronald Robey
Susan Rolih

Ellen Hauck and Markham Smith
Southwire

Fritz and Julie Teutsch

Nancy Topping

Mike C Weaver*

Kathy Wright and Brown Widener

$500-$999

David Abee

Mary Claire and Doug Allvine
Alston & Bird LLP

Joshua and Caroline Andrews
Patricia Barmeyer and Ward Wight
Meredith Bell

Sally and Greg Bergquist

Beth Blalock

James and Janie Bogan
Raphael Bostic

Max* and Carolyn Brown
Donna Bryans Gensler and Ralph Gensler
Ann and Jim Curry

Patricia C. Davis* and Curtis A. Johnson
Terri H Davis

Maureen Carroll and Eric Davis
William and Brenda Dreyer
Alison M Drummond

Steven* and Jacqueline Dupont
EarthShare of Georgia

Janice Edwards

Angelou and James Ezeilo
Martha* and Jack™ Fasse
Melanie* and Mark Furr

Marie Gaffney

Joshua Gassman

Donald Goodliffe

Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Rachel and Mike Hammer
Heron'’s Crossing

Pam Higginbotham*
Yeou-Rong Jih

Andrew Thomas Jones

Jet Lacoss

Margaret Lamb and Steve Barnard
Beth and Rick Langhorst

Mary Anne Lanier

Karen Lindauer

Jane A Malone

Charlotte Margolin

Mary V Martin

Carrie Martin

lan McCafferty

Anne* and Jim McCallum
Edward McCallum

Sari McCorkle

Mercedes Benz Atlanta South
Mark Oberle

Jon Philipsborn

H. Sadler and Teed Poe

Steven Prediletto

John and Andrea Pruitt

Regina Quick

Stephen Ramsden*

Debbie Rankin

Jack and Ashley Reed
Georgann Schmalz

Rich and Heather Singiser
LaTresse and Leon Snead

Greg Maclin

Charlotte Main*

Dennis Mathews

Karen McCarty

Robert McDonough* and Cydnee Dubrof

Larry Stephens* Nancy Clair Laird Mclnaney
Alan R Stevens Ellen Miller*

Wayne and Jane Thorpe Tom Miills

Francisco Vila Allen Moye

Warren* and Gail Walter Polly and Larry Nodine

Carl Zangerl Lindsay M Norman
Kevin O'Toole
$250-$499 Cheryl Padgett

Corinne Anderson Adams

Brooke Adams and Rachel Cochran
Anonymous

Atlanta Preservation Center
Atlantic Coast Conservancy, Inc.

Michelle Page and Mark Rivera
Mac and Suzanne Peden
Marilyn P Penn

Susan Roberts and Peter Hayes
Andrew Philipsborn

Sue Aughey” Cathy Pierson
Linda Bates Scott M Porter
Mary Berg James and Christina Powers

Peter Blakeney

Evonne Blythers Lapsey

Brian and Kathy Brackney
Brighter Investing

Susan and Bill Brogdon

Jennifer Brooks

Barbara Brown and Arthur English
Patricia A Bruschini

Judy R Renault*

Jeanne Riggall

Christy Roberts

Ann and Steve* Rushing
Pamela Shade Murphy
Barbara Sherman

Jeffrey and Dr. Pamela Simyon
Cina and Andy Smith

Kelly Bryan* Teresa Stickels
Nancy A Bush Bonnie Uhlenbrock
Maureen Carroll and Eric Davis Tom E Urban
Kathleen Casses and John Little Susan Utley

Jasmine Chang

Ronald Chapman

Bob J Cooper

Johnette and David Crum

John and Jessica Dark

Jay Davis*

Tamara Dean

LeeAnne Richardson and James Diedrick
J. David Erickson

Gerald Evans

Martha* and Jack™ Fasse

Sharon Fisher

Cynthia Fleck* and Daniel Zdonczgk
Pete Followill

Jairo Garcia

Lucinda Gibson

R. Eric Greene

Dr. David C Epstein and Stacey Hader Epstein
Diane Hawkins-Cox* and Laura Hawkins
Maureen Healy and Michael Tabachnick
Pam Helms

John and Jean Hess

Elizabeth and Bill Higginbotham

Lu Hilenski*

Marilyn Huffman

Art and Lisa Hurt

Mark and Suzanne Jernigan

Riduan Joesoef and Mary Serdula

L. Dan Johnson

Susan Jones

H. Mikell Jones and Jane P. Harmon
Annalise Kaylor*

Andrew Keeton

Valerie Kelleher

William Van Swearingin
Kris Bisgard and Dan Vickers
Melanie* and Keith Vickers
Robert F Vogt Jr

Melodie Watson

Jennifer Weil*

Gary T Whitehurst

Jim Wilson

Emily E. Winship

Amanda Woomer

Diana Worthington-White
Jeannie B. Wright

Myrna Zaccagnino

Under $250
1,957 individual donors

*Georgia Audubon Master Birder

Every attempt has been made to include

all donors in each category and to correctly
identify them. If you believe there has been
an error, please contact Michelle Hamner at
michelle.hamner@georgiaaudubon.org so that
we may correct our records.
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Judy Killeen* AUDUBON
Trish* and Brendan Killian

Gail M King* 4055 Roswell Road NE
David and Muriel Knope Atlanta, GA 30342
Robert Kuhl .

Susan S. Kyle www.georgiaaudubon.org

Judy Lampert
Cindy* and Judge Lederman
Gary Ludi
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