
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM: Registration and Morning Sessions
Participants choose from morning sessions including a bird banding demonstration,
guided plant walk, birding walk, or meet and greet with David Haskell (Patrons only)

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM: Native Plant Sale, Partner Exhibits, and Formal Welcome

Connect with fellow birders and nature enthusiasts while shopping for native plants,
browsing tables from our community partners, and hearing from Birds Georgia staff
about our upcoming initiatives

11:15 AM – 11:45 AM: Breakout Session 1

Heather Alley highlights Georgia native species from keystone plant genera that support
the greatest diversity of insects, seeds, and fruits that birds depend on throughout their
life cycles. Whether you're designing a backyard garden or a larger meadow, you'll leave
with practical recommendations for creating landscapes that benefit birds

12:45 PM – 1:45 PM: Lunch Break

Split up into teams, compete for prizes, and learn along the way! Trivia host and
Director of Conservation, Gabe Andrle, will bring a variety of expert partners up to ask
bird and plant-related questions that will either leave you stumped or flapping your
wings with joy

2:45 PM – 3:45 PM: Keynote Address

Location: Conservatory Great Room

Location: Porcelain and Decorative Arts Museum Classroom

Fall Flyway Festival 
Round Robin
September 19, 2026 | 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
State Botanical Garden of Georgia, 2450 Milledge Ave, Athens, GA

Topic: "Best Georgia Native Plants for Birds"

1:45 PM – 2:30 PM: Trivia
Location: Terrace Room

12:00 PM – 12:30 AM: Breakout Session 2

Lauren Gingerella explores how habitat restoration, through longleaf pine management
and the rewilding of a former golf course, shapes bird communities in the Southeastern
U.S. Lauren will share the goals, methods, and early observations from ongoing
fieldwork that evaluates avian response to these conservation strategies

Location: Terrace Room
Topic: "Habitat Restoration for Birds"

Author and biologist David George Haskell will explore the ancient partnership between
birds and flowering plants. Drawing from his book How Flowers Made Our World, Haskell
will highlight how conservation can help sustain these vital relationships for generations
to come. Q&A session to follow

Location: Terrace Room
Topic: "Flowers, Birds, and Creative Symbiosis: Past and Future"

3:45 PM – 4:00 PM: Closing and Announcements
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